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E. O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, PORG, AU, SREF 

SUBJECT: AUSTRIAN DENIAL OF ARAB REPORT ON TRANSITTING SOVIET JEWS 

IN RESPONSE TO EMBASSY QUERY, CHANCELLOR'S PRESS COORDINATOR 
AMB. THALBERG STATED SEP. 12 THAT ARAB LEAGUE REPORT (FBIS-BAGHDAD 
INA IN ARABIC) DATELINED CAIRO SEP. 10 OF GOA DECISION TO SUSPEND 
FACILITATIVE ASSISTANCE, INCLUDING BY IMPLICATION CLOSING OF 
AUSTRIAN TRANSIT CAMP, FOR SOVIET JEWISH EMIGRES TRANSITTING 
AUSTRIA WAS COMPLETE FABRICATION FROM BEGINNING TO END. THALBERG 
SAID AUSTRIAN CHARGE IN CAIRO, IN RESPONSE ARAB LEAGUE QUESTION, 
EXPLAINED EARLIER SCHOENAU CLOSING, SUBSEQUENT SHIFT OF 
FACILITY AND UNCHANGED AUSTRIAN POSITION ON ASSISTANCE TO 
EMIGRES. THALBERG INDICATED INSTRUCTIONS GOING OUT TO ALL 
AUSTRIAN MISSIONS THAT NO TRUTH TO STORY AND THAT GOA WILL 
CONTINUE TO PROVIDE FACILITATIVE ASSISTANCE IN HANDLING 
CURRENT FLOW OF SOVIET JEWISH EMIGRES. HUMES 
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